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How important to you is it to be 
able to play professionally in 
your home state?
I think the Townsville Crocs are 
doing a great job looking after 
their local talent. There’s the two 
Cedar brothers who were both 
born in Townsville. Mitch Norton 
was also born in Townsville and 
back in 2000 Mitch used to 
throw the ball back to me before 
home games. Now he’s on our 
roster as an 18 or 19-year-old. 
So they’re doing a good job 
of developing their talent and 
I think if you talk to the board 
members and the guys that 
started the club back in 1991 
that was the idea – to give 
young guys the pathway to be a 
professional athlete. So I think it’s 
great what Townsville’s doing. 

Who were your earliest 
influences as a basketball 
player?
I grew up in Mt. Isa so we had a 
whole two television stations 
out there and that was QTV and 
ABC, so there wasn’t a whole lot 
of influence. We used to watch 
NBA Action and watch Steve 
Carfino go through the NBA 

standings and then watch a little 
bit of NBL afterwards. Once I 
moved to Townsville, I watched 
the Suns a lot. I remember 
Derek Rucker being just an 
unbelievable scorer, so that was 
probably my first introduction 
to NBL, watching Derek 
Rucker score lots of points for 
the Townsville Suns. Coming 
through, I was really lucky, 
having Rob Rose, Pat Reidy, Mike 
Kelly and Sam Mackinnon all in 
my first two years of NBL. On 
top of that I went to Perth and 
you had Hall of Famers like Scott 
Fisher coaching and Andrew 
Vlahov running the club. 

How did you start playing 
basketball?
I just had this conversation on 
Sunday! One of my mates, who 
lived about six houses down the 
road, was putting an under-12 
team together and only had 
three players so they rang my 
older brother up and asked him 
to come down and play. He was 
sort of umming and aahing so 
I said “I’ll go”. My brother was 
probably better than me up until 
I started playing NBL, so that 

was a massive driving force for 
me, just to be better than him. 

That competitive relationship 
with your brother must make 
the family reunions fun?
Yeah (laughs), he’s smart 
enough to know now not to talk 
too much. 

Read the full Q&A with Peter 
Crawford at www.nbl.com.au 

BACKDOOR CUT: An offensive play in which a player on the perimeter steps 
away from the basket, drawing the defender with them, and suddenly cuts to 
the basket behind the defender for a pass. Also: BACK CUT.

ELBOW: The corner made by the intersection of the free throw line and the 
lane line. Each lane area has two elbows. 

HALF COURT DEFENCE: The portion of a team’s defensive play conducted 
with both teams having established positions.

POST UP: To go in or near the key, turn so that you are facing away from the 
basket but towards a teammate who has the ball, and try to establish position 
to receive a pass.

PRAYER: A shot that has very little probability of scoring.

V-CUT: A play where you move to the player defending you, then quickly turn 
and receive the ball. 

TIMEOUT

Pick up the 
game in no 
time with 
these handy 
explanations
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A FEW MINUTES WITH 
TOWNSVILLE CROCS'
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HRHOOPS.COM
VISIT US ON FACEBOOKTHE PLACE FOR JOBS IN BASKETBALL

HOW TO FIND JOBS IN 
BASKETBALL IS ABOUT 
TO CHANGE.
HR Hoops is an open market place in multiple languages where teams, 
agents, players, coaches, strength coaches and basketball administrators 
world-wide can connect directly and communicate.

At HR Hoops.com, you will be able to:
•	 Find or post a job
•	 Create	a	profile	and	be	seen
•	 Search	profiles	and	make	direct	contact

The website will be launched November 2011. For all enquiries and 
advertising possibilites, please contact us: enquire@hrhoops.com

Julian Khazzouh 
Sydney Kings

Cedric Jackson 
New Zealand Breakers

5.3

2.6

10.0

1.6

18.8

Jerai Grant 
Sydney Kings

Cedric Jackson 
New Zealand Breakers

Cameron Tragardh 
Melbourne Tigers

NAME GP T AVG
Cameron Tragardh (Melbourne Tigers) 10 188 18.8
Julian Khazzouh (Sydney Kings) 10 187 18.7
Adris DeLeon (Gold Coast Blaze) 4 69 17.3
Gary Wilkinson (New Zealand Breakers) 9 154 17.1
Chris Warren (Adelaide 36ers) 8 134 16.8

NAME GP T AVG
Julian Khazzouh (Sydney Kings) 8 85 10.0
Jacob Holmes (Townsville Crocodiles) 7 69 9.9
Diamon Simpson (Adelaide 36ers) 7 63 9.0
Jerai Grant (Sydney Kings) 10 82 8.2
Daniel Johnson (Adelaide 36ers) 8 61 7.6

NAME GP T AVG
Jerai Grant (Sydney Kings) 10 16 1.6
Julian Khazzouh (Sydney Kings) 10 16 1.6
Daniel Johnson (Adelaide 36ers) 8 10 1.3
Diamon Simpson (Adelaide 36ers) 7 9 1.3
Luke Nevill (Perth Wildcats) 10 10 1.0

NAME GP T AVG
Cedric Jackson (New Zealand Breakers) 9 48 5.3
Adam Gibson (Gold Coast Blaze) 7 36 5.1
Aaron Bruce (Sydney Kings) 10 50 5.0
Nathan Crosswell (Adelaide 36ers) 6 29 4.8
Eddie Gill (Townsville Crocodiles) 7 31 4.4

NAME GP T AVG
Cedric Jackson (New Zealand Breakers) 9 25 2.6
Brad Robbins (Perth Wildcats) 10 22 2.2
Elvin Mims (Townsville Crocodiles) 7 13 1.9
Adam Gibson (Gold Coast Blaze) 7 11 1.6
Eddie Gill (Townsville Crocodiles) 7 10 1.4

Perth 10 7 3 70.00
New Zealand 9 6 3 66.67
Melbourne 10 6 4 60.00
Gold Coast 7 4 3 57.14
Cairns 8 4 4 50.00
Sydney 10 4 6 40.00
Townsville 7 3 4 42.86
Wollongong 9 3 6 33.33
Adelaide 8 2 6 25.00

TEAM  P  W L WIN%

LADDER 2011-12



NBL legend Rob Rose 
was a player who left 
an indelible mark on the 
NBL during his remarkable 
477-game career. 

The 196cm swingman from 
Rochester, New York, was a new 
breed of import to the league 
when he arrived to play for the 
South East Melbourne Magic in 
the 1992 NBL season. 

Defying traditional import 
stereotypes for both guard 
and forward, he had mastered 
all aspects of the game. Rose 
played both ends of the floor 
and was capable of torching 
opponents either in the paint or 
on the perimeter. 

In his first season in the league, 
he took the Magic to the title over 
crosstown rivals the Melbourne 
Tigers in one of the the NBL’s 
classic Grand Final series. 

In his second season he 
captured league MVP honours. 
It is a sign of his sustained 
excellence that Rose would also 
take out the NBL’s best player 
honours some eight years later, 
in 2001. 

He would finish in the top 

three for voting for the NBL 
MVP award on four other 
occasions during his career, as 
well as taking both Adelaide 
and Townsville to Grand Final 
appearances.

Not surprisingly, Rose was 
named as one of the league’s 
greatest players of all time 

as part of the NBL’s 25th 
Anniversary Team in 2003. 

Rose retired at the end of the 
2006/07 campaign with career 
averages of 19.0 points, 6.6 
rebounds, 5.1 assists and 1.7 
steals a game. 

He had also helped change the 
NBL landscape forever. 
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FREEZE FRAME
THERE ARE FIVE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
THE TWO PHOTOS. CAN YOU SPOT THEM?

Robert 

Rose

ROSE HELPED 
CHANGE THE 
LANDSCAPE

NBL BACKBOARDS
NOW AVAILABLE

NBLSTORE.COM.AU
FULL SIZE AND JUNIOR BACKBOARDS AVAILABLE



Sign up to either a Naked DSL or bundled 
broadband + phone plan for 24 months and 

get a mobile phone SIM card loaded with 
calls + text + data every month for 6 months.

The No1 Christmas deal,
brought to you by 

the No2 in DSL Broadband.

Offer ends Christmas Day.
To read the small print, refer to our website for full terms and conditions.

Hey, Australia. 
We have a little gift 

for you.
A sweet little SIM 

for 6 months.

Total minimum cost over 24 months is $1437.60 ($29.95 monthly broadband plan fee + $29.95 monthly phone line rental). SIM offer available with 
Naked DSL or when you bundle iiNet broadband with phone on a 24 month contract. Please refer to our website for full terms and conditions.

1.5GB
of national data 

each month

$450
standard mobile calls 
+ text each month

Keep 
your own 
number

150GB
of selected social 

media each month

Call 1300 307 257
or click iinet.net.au/xmas
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